IN a Serious jam:
Can the GOP
topple this guy?

By Terry Barnich

t turns out former Ilinois

Gov. Jim Edgar did Republi-

cans here a favor by refus-
ing to seek the party's guber-
natorial nomination. Sure, he
would have cleared the GOP
field and stood a better-than-
even chance of deposing Demo-
cratic Gov. Rod Blagojevich,
who appears politically vulner-
able despite (or mayvbe because
of) his bulging war chest. But
while winning is the object of
the exercise in electoral poli-
tics, it shouldn't be the reason
for engaging in the exercise in
the first place. Governing is.

An Edgar candidacy was the
no-brainer option for a party
out of power ; it had a strong
scent of victory about it. And
to some, the remaining field of
Republican contenders looks,
well, smaller by comparison.
But Edgar's demurrer gives
Republicans who want to re-
capture the linois governor's
office the opportunity to con-
struct a reason for winning: to
govern effectively. That would
remind us why we're Republi-
cans and why voters who are
uncomfortable wearing the
GOP label should at least en-
trust the running of the gov-
ernment to us,

Political candidates often
seem implausible holders of
the offices they seek, but it's
axiomatic (with the painful ex-
ception of Alan Keyes) that
candidates gain plausibility by
virtue of winning a nomina-
tion. Where Edgar would prob-
ably have made Blagojevich
look implausible by virtue of
comparative seriousness, the

next Republican nominee must
actively convince voters that a
Republican will be better at
governing.

The linois GOP, as dimin-
ished as it is, needs to promote
an agenda of governing pre-
scriptions based on Republi-
can principles that makes a
compelling case for a change
in Springfield.

Republicans should cham-
pion policies that will create
an economic environment that
will create jobs and reward
prosperity. Because of steep
taxation and heavy-handed
regulation, Minois does not
foster an environment that en-
courages job growth. Forbes
magazine recently ranked I11i-
nois as the fourth least friend-
ly state in the nation to do
business in, tied with Missis-
sippi.

Consequently, according to
the 1.5, Department of Com-
merce, [llinois" per-capita in-
come level was abysmal in
2004, ranking 46th in the na-
tion. And 11.5. census figures
show that during Blagojevich's
term, Mlinois" growth in gross
state product, the value of all
goods and services produced
here, settles in the anemic low-
er 40th percentile, again be-
hind Mississippi.

The Republican nominee
should target policies that
make it easier for small busi-
nesses to prosper. Too often the
party has been the handmaid- .
en for big business. But it is
the small-business sector that
accounts for the lion's share of
innovation and that sector is
the jobs engine of our economy.

It is these “Main Street”

Will Gov. Rod Blagojevich's $14 million war chest scare off potential challengers?

businesses, according to the I-
linois chapter of the National
Federation of Independent
Businesses, that feel most un-
welcome in [lineis. In a Sep-
tember survey, only 6 percent
of Mlinois small businesses felt
the state's business environ-
ment was supportive, Blagojev-
ich is not to blame for every-
thing, but he has not made cre-
ating private-sector jobs a pri-
ority, and the results reflect it.
The Republican nominee needs
to make the case that he or she
has a plan to reinvigorate
Main Street because of what it
means to all Mlinoisans.

End the corruption that is
the Illinois state budget. The

state's budget over the last
three years has been restruc-
tured into a series of shamefil
Ponzi schemes. And here Bla-
gojevich is primarily to blame.
He is responsible for divert-
ing more than $2 billion from
state pensions to fund ongoing
state operations. And the price
tag will balloon well beyond
that because the forgone in-
vestment income will also have
to be made up over the years.
Blagojevich has forced state
employees, for the first time in
IMlinois history, to make cash
contributions at the very same
time he is reneging on the
share he is bound to provide.
The governor is forcing med-

ical providers—from corner
pharmacies to home-visit nurs-
es and neighborhood doctors—
to move from being state ven-
dors to being state lenders.
Payment delays have been
strung out for months, forcing
many businesses to the finan-
cial brink.

Hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in fees collected for specif-
ic state funds and intended for
many important functions,
guch as homeland security and
emergency communications,
have been siphoned into the
general state fund. And there
is no plan for repayment.

Blagojevich has added thou-
gsands of new clients to the

Tribbune photo by Chuck Berman

Medicaid system with no plan
for how to pay for them. The
Medicaid system is eating tax-
payers alive and in a few yvears
is bound to go bust.

Republicans must persuade
voters to trust them to run the
government. That starts by de-
claring that they will end the
process of balancing the state
budget by robbing Peter to pay
Paul.

Terry Barnich is president of
a Chicago-based research firm,
New Paradigm Resources
Group fnc., and a former chair-
man of the Ilinois Commerce
Commission.
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